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Candel et al. recently published preventive health strategies and
policies implemented in the Community of Madrid to face the second
wave of COVID-19 [1]. Although the measures enumerated are
strongly advocated by the authors, some of them are controversial
and have questionable effectiveness.

Selective perimeter confinements, by basic health area, were pro-
posed as one of the local government's top measures. But unlike the
authors’ claim, it hasn’t been followed by observable differing trends
in confined versus unconfined neighborhoods [2]. Therefore, the
magnitude of its impact appears to be minor, as the article to which
the authors make reference to points out. In addition, the authors
associate this controversial strategy with an increased use of barrier
measures, despite no scientific evidence whatsoever supporting this
assertion.

Regarding the "limited diagnostic resources" the Community of
Madrid had to face, the authors responded with pioneering measures,
including antigen testing and contact surveillance. Regardless of the
controversial role of antigen testing in asymptomatic contact set-
tings, the cornerstone of the epidemiological surveillance is the
invaluable work of contact tracers. However, at the peak of the sec-
ond wave, Madrid was well below the international recommended
ratio of 30 professionals per 100,000 inhabitants as local authorities
from Madrid admitted [3]. Moreover, in September, the Community
of Madrid stopped PCR testing of close contacts unless they were
cohabitants or people at risk [4]. The lack of detection may have led
to a decrease in the number of reported positive cases, giving a
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spurious sense of control of the pandemic. Notably, despite the meas-
ures praised by the authors, the desired figure of 25 cases per
100.000 inhabitants was not reached at any time during the second
wave (the lower figure of cumulative incidence was 190 as of Decem-
ber 9) [5], chaining the second to the third devastating wave we are
currently dealing with.

Though we understand a “commentary” to be a kind of article
where opinions as well as scientific data can be discussed, we feel
that in this particular case the authors have used a scientific platform
to praise the local government’s policies without objective data.
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